


THE RACE BEFORE THE RACE: An exciting qualifying format for the Indianapolis 500, featuring 
a 90-minute “shootout” in which the nine fastest cars make a dramatic, late-day run for the 
pole, returns for the 97th Indianapolis 500. The top 24 spots in the 33-car field will be available 
through traditional four-lap attempts from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. (ET) on Pole Day. Each car will have 
up to three attempts during that time. The times of the top nine drivers from the first segment 
of qualifying will be erased at 4 p.m., with all of those competitors guaranteed to start no worse 
than ninth in “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” on Sunday, May 26. “The Fast Nine” then will 
be required to make at least one four-lap qualifying attempt between 4:30-6 p.m., with one 
additional, optional attempt if time permits. Each driver’s best run during the 90-minute session 
will set their position within the top nine spots on the starting grid.

POINTS AND PRIZE MONEY ON THE LINE: A substantial increase in prize money also will be 
offered to the pole winner, with money also awarded to the other two front-row qualifiers. IZOD 
IndyCar Series points also will be awarded after qualifying to all 33 drivers who earn a spot in 
the starting field, including a 15-point bonus to the Indianapolis 500 pole sitter. The winner of 
the Verizon P1 Award will earn $100,000. The second-fastest qualifier will earn $50,000, with 
the final front-row starter earning $40,000.

DIVERSE ROOKIE FIELD HOPES TO MAKE STRONG IMPRESSION: A field of four rookies, 
including a Champ Car race winner, the reigning Firestone Indy Lights champion, the current 
Firestone Indy Lights point leader and a second-generation driver racing in his hometown race 
hope to make their debut in the Indy 500. AJ Allmendinger heads the class that features rising 
stars Tristan Vautier, Carlos Muñoz and Conor Daly as drivers seeking to make their first start. 
Allmendinger recorded a best finish of 10th in his four Brickyard 400 starts.

WIN THE POLE, WIN THE RACE?: The 
winner of the pole position for the 
Indianapolis 500 has also won the race 20 
times. Forty-three times, the winner has 
come from the front row, the last time in 
2010 with Dario Franchitti (right). Who can 
establish themselves as a race contender 
by winning the pole position or qualifying 
on the front row for the 97th running of the 
Indianapolis 500?

WHAT TO WATCH FOR THIS WEEKEND:


